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Auto Tech’s New Car

Editor: Lianglong Huang

Florin High School’s Automotive Technology program recently received a new 2013 Ford 
Escape through its partnership with Elk Grove Ford. Wednesday, December 8th, Elk Grove 
Ford delivered this brand new vehicle for students of the Auth Tech Pathway to work on. 
With it, Florin’s future automotive specialists will have a new car to take apart, fix, diagnose, 
and have fun. This alliance with Elk Grove Ford aims to educate the next generation to 
capitalize on a growing automotive sector, a field with many promising, high-wage jobs. Our 
Florin Panthers will have a head start over others to lead the way for our community in this 
industry. It’s our sponsors, our educated technicians, and the determination of our students 
that will take this momentous occasion and turn it into a movement.



Winter Sports Begin

As Winter comes, so are the wrestling, basketball, and soccer seasons here at Florin. Sports and 
active activities have and continue to play a pivotal role in our school culture. With fall sports 
coming to a close, our student-athletes continue their pursuit for excellence. In the fall, we 
rooted for our Football, Girls Volleyball, and Water Polo teams; we'll continue to do the same. 
Now, our Panthers seize the opportunity to represent the school in the arena of athletic 
competition in other fields of play. Mario Perez captured photos from their practices earlier this 
month to take a glimpse into the work they put in for the upcoming season. 
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Sports (Mostly Home Games)

Tuesday, Nov. 23rd: We start the new season of Boys’ Basketball with a home game! Our 
opponents today are Laguna Creek. Our JV squad played a good game, though we did lose in this 
fast-paced bout. Now we begin the Varsity game. The first half starts very well and ends almost 
even. Great sportsmanship came from both teams, along with many well-executed plays. That 
was just the first half. Now the 3rd quarter starts. We are playing amazingly! We catch up to 
Laguna Creek, dominantly closing the deficit to a tiny sliver. Towards the end of the game, we 
fought but could not close out the game with a victory. Back and forth action marked the night, 
leaving the fans a spectacle of a match. 

Credit for this section goes to our Athletic Commissioner, Mario Perez

What a great day it is to be outside and play soccer. Today, our young men played against the 
John F. Kennedy Cougars at home for our first game. This evening, both teams showed off their 
skills with great lob passes and an electric pace. Kennedy would win this one at the end, but not 
without a challenge from our Panthers. We played exceptionally well this afternoon, and we 
hope it’s the start of a trend for the rest of the season. Join us for our next home game on 
January 4th. Until then, Go Panthers!!!

Saturday, Dec, 4th: Rod Gaines Invitational Wrestling Tournament took place this day. Our 
Boys’ Wrestling team took the opportunity to represent the school at this meeting at Tokay 
High School in Lodi. The environment was exhilarating. Schools from all around the San Joaquin 
Section came to participate. From the first warm-ups to the finals, the skills of those there were 
displayed on the mats. Aggressive but fun bouts were the hallmark. For several wrestlers on our 
team, this was their first taste of competition. It allowed them to get a good feeling of the 
standards of excellence in the sport. Many valuable lessons were learned that day and much of 
the first competition nerves were lost. Congratulations to Anthony Keola for placing 4th in the 
182-pound weight class at this event.

Thursday, Dec. 2nd: Our Boys’ Basketball Panthers are looking to do good in our first 
tournament. Our first game of it is against Mountain House High School. We were very 
dominant this game and won 65-44! However, unfortunately, the next two tournament games 
were lost to St. Mary’s and McClatchy High School. Florin’s next tournament isn’t far away, be 
sure to stay tuned. We hope you can come out and support us in future home games. Until 
then, Go Panthers!!!



Tuesday, Dec. 7th:  Today brings with it the mood for a basketball game. Today our Girls’ 
Basketball team faces the Amador Thundering Herd at home. Our JV Team gave the crowd an 
excellent bout to watch, but end the day with a loss. Our Varsity steps up and sets the pace for 
the rest of the night. Fast and quick, our team executed brilliantly on the court. We took home 
the win tonight in a dominant fashion, never losing the sizable lead we had over our 
opponents. Congratulations to the young ladies of the Varsity and JV teams for their work on 
the court today. Support us for our next home game coming soon.

Friday, Dec. 10th: The Girls’ Basketball team hoped to pick up another win tonight against our 
opponents, Rosemont High School. We would live up to our word. Back and forth play was the 
most notable mark of the game; both sides were scoring constantly over the four periods. We 
ended the evening with a victory; the final score was 36-23! Our young ladies continue to show 
promise, evident throughout this game. We hope you all can join us in enjoying their play at 
future home games.

Florin’s Girls’ Basketball team was ready to play the night’s matchup against Franklin high, and 
oh boy were we. We showed up red hot in this away contest, dominating throughout, winning 
50-6! We showed to all our pride and power tonight and hope to continue this trend of 
excellence at our next home game and all future bouts. Go Panthers!!!

Thursday, Dec. 9th: The Mel Goode Tournament is the second Boys' basketball tournament. 
We hope to do well! In the first game, we go up against Oakdale High School. We played a 
great match against them, winning 69-56! In the second game, we played against Kennedy 
High. We had a very competitive and close game, but lose 51-48. In the last game of the 
tournament, we played against West Campus. Similar to the game against Kennedy, this one 
was very competitive. We ended up winning 64-63. Throughout these matches, we did 
exceptionally well, coming in 3rd place at the Mel Goode Tournament in Yuba City (12/9-12/11). 
Special honors also go to two players from the team. Congratulations to Lamanz Cummings 
for earning the All-Tourney award and to Rich Xiong for having the most 3’s scored in a Florin 
game in almost 20 years with 8! 



Wednesday, Dec. 15th: It's a cold, windy night. Even so, we can enjoy a good basketball 
game and have a good time doing so. The evening had our Boys’ Basketball team facing off 
against Rio Linda Knights. Before the day came to an end, we would see two excellent 
games from our JV and Varsity teams. Unfortunately, neither would take home the victory. 
However, they did put on display their grit and determination against adversity. In these two 
great games, our teams gave a reason to be proud of the maroon and gold. Be sure to come 
out and support our young men on Friday, Dec 17th to watch their upcoming game against 
Stagg High School. We’ll be sure to deliver.

Tuesday, Dec. 14th: The Girls’ Basketball team won by forfeit today against Mira Loma High.

Monday, Dec. 13th: Tonight, our Boys’ Soccer team faced off against Rosemont in an away 
game for the ages. We put on a magnificent performance for our school, winning 4-1 on their 
turf! To say we beat them would be an understatement. Domination was the theme tonight, 
and our players took that to heart. Our young men tonight showed us a glimpse into the 
success they will have throughout the season. Make sure to come out on January 4th to see 
their first home league bout. Go Florin!!

Mystery Teacher
Last issue’s Mystery Teacher: Mr. Somers (Geography, Economics, and Expert Axe Thrower)

This is a riddle you will have to solve. Guess the teacher described here
and win 25 Panther Points, redeemable on the Five Star Students App.
The google form attached below will allow you to submit your answer up
until January 18th. If it is correct, you will be rewarded with your points. Link: 
https://forms.gle/e7kDns4syzNW2vEo6 

https://forms.gle/e7kDns4syzNW2vEo6


This issue’s mystery teacher loves what she does here at Florin and has made many 
contributions to our community. She finds meaning in her life by helping others and living a 
life of service and appreciation. But let’s start from the beginning. Born to a military father, 
she lived in Germany for the first 8 years of her life. At 8, the family flew back to the US, now 
calling the great state of Texas home. It would be here that she developed her love for 
academics and athletics. Self-described as “very nerdy,” she finds entertainment in a good 
Marvel movie or physics book as all humans do. In high school, she excelled in track and field, 
a love that would drive her to stay active throughout her life. As an early adult, she got 
married and moved westward to California. Here, she spent several years working as a 
waitress at Denny’s and a medical assistant for Health Net 
while earning her degree. The mother of two 6 foot children, 
one 24 and the other 26, she nurtures the mind of her 
students to exceed their tall potentials. In addition to her 18 
years of teaching, she serves students as the club advisor-for 
two clubs! Outside of school life, she finds joy in various 
activities. Cooking, gardening, crafts, hiking local trails, and 
painting are just some of the many. Early in her prime, 
running was a notable part of her life; she oftentimes tracked 
more than 5 miles per day. After her career, her retirement 
plans include making time to volunteer more often around 
the community and getting good quality sleep.

Club Highlight - Mathletes
This issue’s Club Highlight features Mathletes. Mathletes is a weekly, student-run math club 
where anyone can come and learn. Mathletes Club aims to help students build a love for 
numbers and how they apply to our strange world. Regardless of your occupation or 
circumstance, it is present in nearly every aspect of our lives. In making math fun, they also 
prepare their students for a future in the workforce. From engineering and mathematics to 
business, math is useful in almost all fields. While you are learning, you’ll develop a greater 
understanding and love for this real-life subject. Here, you can also compete to hone your 



skills with numbers. Each month, Florin’s Mathletes goes on the offensive during 
competition day, where they will face many talented schools from all over the Sacramento 
area. In prior years, the club would travel to compete against other teams. The Math 
Steeplechase is the biggest among these events, taking place toward the end of the school 
year, drawing in schools from around the area, all looking to grab first place. However, times 
have made virtual meets more of the norm, though still with the same ferociously 
competitive spirit. Mathletes meet every Thursday at 3:30 in rooms L3 and L4. Once you 
open the door, you’ll be delighted by the atmosphere and the eager spirits. All meetings are 
student-run; the initiative is never out of stock here. Be sure to attend the Thursday 
meetings and compete. Participating in at least 3 competitions out of the 9 in the year is 
required. We send our best wishes to our Mathletes team for their upcoming events. 



Crossword Puzzle

_ _ _ _ 
5.  6.  7.  4.

Submit this word

Below is an easy crossword puzzle themed around science. Find all the words and identify the 
first letter of each one. Take the first letters of the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th words. Combine them 
into one in the order provided below. Submit that four-letter word to this link (same as the one 
for Mystery Teacher). If you get it correct, you’ll be the recipient of 25 Panther Points 
redeemable in the Five Star Students App. Submit by January 18th.

https://forms.gle/e7kDns4syzNW2vEo6

